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Flere is no fadder Sy y11t= 


ptom of the declming 
ſtate of Religion at this day 1 mn 
the World, than the notorious 
Abatement of its Vital Heat 
among thoſe that ſeem to be 
Religious; the Prophetical 


| Saying of our Lord, That Mar. 


the Love of many ſhould 
wax cold, being in Various 
| reſpefs fulfilled rpon us. A 
mons other tokens of it , the 
 lutle Delight which is I in 
A} ap- 


The PREFACE. 
approaching to God, 1s cer- 
tainly none of the leaſt: His 
dan are tno much un- || 4: 
troaden by ſome, and others © 
20 0N in thim only as a beaten ſ: 
cuſtomary Road. The moſt|| /« 
have too ſoon forgotten the Dif: re 
ficulties and Reſtraints which} c 
they were under a few Years ago, | 1 
and diſcover a very ſlender} L 
ſenſe of the Goodneſs of God| nt 
in their preſent Liberty. There} Y: 
are ſuch as envy us our Exter-| th 
nal Enlargements, like thoſe C 
Philiſtines of old, who ſaid, | fc 

{57 Behold the Mikes come|] ( 
forth out of the holes where ls 
they had hid themſelves. | tl 
But to what purpoſe hath Gol 91 
open'd ſuch a door, if we ie} 2 

2106 
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wt inwardly enlarg'd alſo, 
When we appear before him, ſo 
as to draw water with joy 
| out of our zeſtored wells of 
ſalvation 2 Having long 0b- 
ſerved with grief and ſhame the 
remiſeneſs of multitudes in this 
caſe, I ſhould think that T had 
not obtained mercy of the 
Lord to be faithful, if Thad 
not uſed ſome Endeavours to 
reftify it, eſpecially among thoſe 
that are under my Immediate 
Care : And with that Deſign the 
following Sermon was preached 
( as well as ſeveral others on the 
like Occaſion ), but without 
the leaſt thought of thus divul- 
ging it, till they Who have the 
greateſt power over me in ſuch 

A 4 things, 


Sv 
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things, even wreſted it out of 


my hands. T heartily pray, That 
it may anſwer the End of their 
Importunate Requeſt , and of 
my Forced Compliance, by con- 
Vincing and reforming the Guil- 
ty, and by confirming and quick- 
ning thoſe that are moſt lnno- 
cent, in the matter which is 


bere particularly ſpoken of. 


hne 8 


1696 


B 
A 
D 


An | 


—— —— 


An Earneſt Plea for 


Conſtant Attendance ar 
the Lord's T able. 


r SAM. AX. - 27. 


And it came to paſs on the morrow, 
which was the ſecond day of the 
month, that David's place was 
empty; and Saul ſaid unto Jo- 
nathan his Son, Wherefore 
cometh not the ſon of Jeſſe to 
meat neither yeſterday, nor to: 
aay © 


{FE cauſeleſs Hatred' 
and Enmity of Szxl a- 
gainſt David, tho ve- 
Ty great, was ſcarcely. 
greater than the Friend{hip and 
Aﬀection which was berween 
David and Jonathan ; ſo that 
A 5 they 
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they freely and ſafely zold al 


their hearts unto. each other. 
D:vid therefore having reaſon 


to ſuſpe&t ſome miſchievous de. [| 


ſign in Sal againſt his Life, and 
tearing to venture himſelf in his 
preſence any more till he was 
better. ſatisfied that he might 
do it without danger, conſults 
with Jonathan about this matter, 
The great difficulty was , how 
to excuſe his abſence at the ap- 
proaching ſeaſon, in which his 
Company was expected more 


 V.s5. than at other times. Aud David 


faid unto Jonathan , Behold, to 
morroiw is the New-Moon, and 1 


ſhould not fail to fit with the Kyng 


V. 18. at meat, Apain, Jonathan ſaid 


unto David, To morrow ts the 


new-m00n, and thou ſhalt be miſſed, | 
becauſe thy ſeat will be empty. Butl 
an. Apology being contrived , 


which Jonathan was to make for 


him , Duvid reſolves to- with- 


drab 
1 


£ - 
Fe 
x 


_ &t the Lord's Table, 


4 


draw himſelf, and the New-Mooz V- 24, 
comes, and the K;zzg fits down *** 


to meat, and David's. Place 1s 
_ empty. However, Saul takes 
no notice of it hat day, becauſe 
he thought that David might be 
accidentally polluted, and fo unfit 
to come to the Kyjng's 7 able, or 
to partake of that Solemniy : 


Something hath befallea him , he V. :c. 


zs not clean, ſurely he ts not clean : 
9g. d., there is nothing but defile» 
ment which will make him for- 
bear. This ſuppoſition Saul con- 
tented himleli the more eaſily 
with, becauſe thoſe kinds of pol- 
lution laſted but for oze day, and 
the perſons ſo defiled were only 
unclean till the Even, (as there 
are many Inſtances, Levzt.. 12. 
| chap. and 15.) ; and therefore 
he ſuſpended all diſcourſe about 
| It till the next day, of which 
| the Text gives us an account: ; 


And it came topaſs on the morrow,. 
| which. 


n p by " a8. _ - : — ao ” 9 -J 
SON yo b —_— 7 24 _ < N " te” I 
—_ x ——— TT IT 


A Plex for Attendance 
which was the ſecond day of the 
month, &C, 

$aul reckons his Son Jonathan 
the fitreſt perſon to enquire of, 
becauſe of his known Intimacy 
with David, for which he up- 
braids him, v. 30. and he calls 
David here by no other name 
than the Sz of Jeſſe, in a way 
of diſdain, with reſpe& to the 
meanneſs of his Original 3 as 
we find that Doeg did afterwards, 
c.22. 9, and Nabalallo, c. 25.10. 
Saul had malice and miſchief in 
tis heart, and was now enra- 
ged at his difappointment of 
an opportunity to execute 1t. 
This ſeems to be the Reaſon and 
Ground of his putting the 2xe- 


ftion at this time ; but it 1s a} 


Queſtion which may and ſhould 


be pur in a# ike caſes, from a bet-} 
ter Principle, and to a better 
Purpoſe. As will appear 1n the 
handling of chis Point (which 


sÞ 


T7595 RS © a _' 


at the Lord? T avle. 5 


is fairly enough deducible ) 
from the Words. | 


Repeated Omiſſions of Solemn Obe 
Services, are to be ſtriftly ac- 
counted for. 


And here I propoſe to ſhew, 

Firſt, What theſe Solemn Ser- T. 
vices are? 

Secondly, What Omiſſions of II. 
them are ſinful ? 

Thirdly, How they are to be IIT. 
accounted for ? 

de43d Why they muſt be Ty. 
0 ! 

Fifthly, Uſe. V. 


Firſt, What theſe Solemn Ser- T, 
wices are? Anſ. In ſhort, ſuch 
as are of a /uper/or nature to the 
ordinary Aits of Religions Wor- 


\ ſoip ;, and ſuch as may be diſtin- 


| Jowing CharaQters, which it 


1 
; 


euiſh:d from them by theſe fol- 


will 
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will be enough to name, r..Such 
as carry in them a ſpecial Meaning 
and Signification. 2, Such as 


are-of ſpecial Benefit and Advan- | 


tage. 3. Such as require and 
call for a ſpecial Preparation. 
4. Such as have a ſpecial conjun- 
fon of Duties 1n their Perfor. 
mance. Of this kind was the 
Service of the New Moon, referr'd 


- 'toin the Text; and of this kind 


1s our Lord's Supzer, which I 
_ aim at inthis Diſcourſe. TI ſhall 
ſpeak a little. ſeverally unto 
both. 


Firſt, Of this /olems kind-was 
the Service of the New-Moozr, 


which the Text hath a relation | 
co... This will be eyident,. ff we | 
conlider briefly theſ2 three | 
things ; The Nature of it in ge- | 
nerai; The particular Manner | 
of its Celebration; and, The | 


4 
1, The 
3 
y; 


Eads of. its Inſticution. 


= 
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at the Lord's Table; 


r. The Nartare of it iz general, 
There were various Sacred Ser- 
vices appointed by God among 
- | the Jews of old ; they had, 
| | x. Their Daily Service, the Morn- 
|, 722 and Evening Sacrifice. 2, Their 
| Weekly Service, every Sabbath. 
3. Their Monthly Service, every 
New-Moon. 4. Their Tearly Ser- 
vices, principally in the three 
great Feaſts of the Paſſover, 
Pentecoſt, and Tubernacles, All 
which we have mentioned toge- 
ther, 2 Chrox. 8. 13. and 31. 3. 
Now this Vionthly Service was. 
a peculiar ſtated Ordinance, differ- 
ing from the reſt ; as to the pu» ry 
nal time of oblerving which, it Phiv!. 
ſeems more- probable that they 7 
| were guided by certain Afro: p.247, 
| nomical Calculation, than by the 248. 
| fir appearance of the Moon to 
| their own view, as ſome have 
| fuppoled. 


2.. T he 


: 
$ 
F 
A 


, 
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' 2. The particular Manner of 

its Celebration ; which takes in 
theſe five things. x. Abftaining 
from ſervile works, and ſecular 
Employments ; from bodily La- 
bour, and from all ſorts of Traf- 

fick and Commerce. Therefore 
Amos they 1n the Prophet are repre- 
8. 5. ſented ſaying, When nil the New- 
Aoon be gone, that we may ſell 
Corn? 2. Attending oz the Mi- 
niſtry of the Word : Which 1s in- 
timated. by that Paſſage of the 
Shunamite's Husband, when ſhe 

\ Kin. Was going to Eliſha ; Wherefore 
4. 23. wilt thou go to him to day? Ut 11 
neither New- Moon, nor Sabbath, 
Becauſe at both thoſe times it 
was uſual to repair to the Pro- 
'phers and Hly Men of God, for 
their Inſtruction in the matters 

of Religion, 3. The offering 

of extraordinary Sacrifices, over 

and above what they were obl-J ,. 

ged tooffer upon other RY fr, 
ay: 


———=<CTMY-FSMCE"FCSY9 


at the Lord's Table, 
days; which we have the poſi- 
tive Law for, Num. 28.11 -15. 
Ezek. 46. 6, 7. 4. The blowing 

Trumpets 3 as their cuſtom 
was upon days of Gladneſs and 
Rejoicing, and which was ex- 
preſly enjoin'd now, Num. 10.10, 
P/al. 81. 3. 5. Feaſting upon 
| the remainders of their Sacrifices ; 
'| which was allowed to be done, 
| not only on the day wherein 
| they were offer'd, but the xext 
| following day allo, Lev. 7. 16. and 
| 29.6. And theretore we read'itt 
the Text, of the Feaſt which 
was b:ogup on the firſt day of the 
Month, that it was contizmmed to 
the fecond, without going be- 
yond the Law, which ſome have 
thought that they took liberty 
to do. 

3. The Exds of its In/titation, 
which (*tis likely ) were ſuch 
as theſe: r. Tocall off the Jews 
from the Superſtition and /d9/a- 
try 


10 


Cen.1. 
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try of the Heathen World, a- 
mong whom this was alſo a ſo- 
lemn Feſtival time ; now where- 
as ſeveral of the Gentiles ſacri- 
ficed to the Moor it (elf, the Peo- 
ple of ' God at the ſame time 
were order'd to ſacrifice to him. 
2. In thankful Remembrance of 
God's creating of that aſeful 
Light, and reviving it, as 1t were, 
after its Monthly Declenſion and 
Diſappearance. 3. As an 4c- 
knowledoment of the Prowidence 
of God, in the ſucceſſive Chan- 
ges of Times and Seaſons, which 
the Moon was originally ordain- 
ed for. 4. That they might 
learn to conſecrate the Firſt Fruits 
of all their Time to. God ;' not 
only the beginning of the Tear, 
but of every Month throughout 
the Year. 5. That they might 
be put in mind of the Rezova- 


 t/0aof the Church in the fulze/'s 


of time, by Jeſus Chrift, the $4» 


al 


at the Lord's Table. 


of Righteouſneſs, as the Moon 
hath that Light renew'd every 
Month, which ſhe borrows by 
reflexion from the Natural Sur. 


Secondly, Of the like kind is 
the Lord's Supper, which the 
Text may fitly enough be ac- 
commodated to. The Fewiſh 
New- Moons are indeed aboliſhed 
by the Death of our Lord Jeſws, 
and therefore the 4poſtle ſays, 


Let n0 man judge you in reſpect of Col. 2. 
them; z. e. let none condemn or *: 


cenſure you for laying them a- 
ſide. But yet the Holy Ghoſt 
alludes to them ſtill, when he 
ſpeaks of the Goſpel Times ; Wits 
neſs that remarkable Prophecy, 


It (hall come to paſs from one News 16. 
Moon to another , and from one $6.23- 


Sabbath to another, that all fleſh 
ſhall come to worſhip befexe me, 


ſaith the Lord. A itated Courſe 


of Publick Divine Worſhip is 


as 


, 

” 
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as neceſſary to be kept up and 
maintained now in the New- 
Teſtament Church, as ever here- 
tofore in the times of the O/4- 
Teſtament, We have our Week- 
ty Chriſtian Sabbaths inſtituted by 
God; and we have our Monthly 
Commupions at the Lord's T able 
alſo. *Tis true, we cannot pre- 
tend that God hath poſit:welj 
commanaed them to be every 
Month ; he ſeems to have left 
us at liberty to agree among our 


ſelves, How of tew we ſhall eat of 


this bread, and arink of this Cup; 
and all Churches have the Privi- 
lege of determining their own 
Practice in the Caſe : But I may 
ſay (I hope, without giving 
caule of Offence to any), 1.T hat 
this very Prophecy would /ead us 


to fix upon a Monthly Revolution, ff 
rather than any other Period off 


time ; though perhaps it do not 
preſcribe any ſuch thing, yet it 


will 


15 l 


Churches of Chriſt may very jult- 


P 


w——_—__ TT =7T a 
mg > ain ena: 


Iwhich we can make no reaſona- !1-16- 
[ble Exception. 4. When any 
Churches have ſettled ſuch a 


at the Lord's T abhke. r} 
wall give countenance to 1t. 
2, Such a diſtance between one 
Sacr amert- Seaſon and another , 
ſeems to be a very good Medinn 
between too great Frequency , 
which might occaſion Slighrmefs, 
and too great Rarity , which 
might produce Forgetfulneſs. 
3. The general C,/om of other 


fway us in good thing, againlt 1 Cor. 


Method and Rule by common Con» 
ent, particular Members can 
[hardly take much ſatisfaction in 


the breach and tranſpreſſion 
of it. 


Secondly, What Omiſſions of I. 
theſe ſolemn Services are ſinful ? 

Anf. Under Two Heads. 

Firit, Every ſing/e Omiſſion x. 
is ſinful, 'when i it 15 voluntary and 
avoids 
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avoidable. Where the Perform-{[t 
ance 1s naturally zmpoſſib/e, theſn 
Omiſſion is undoubtedly /avfnl|/ 
and innocent ; but waen theſh 
| thing caz be done, and we do ithai 
| || not, or put it out of our ownſ( 
L power, *tis not only an Om7/70n,ftt 
but a Neglect. P 
1, When we may do it, andſþl 
yet /eave it undone, there is fin inhj 
the omitting of it. Little 1vcon-JS; 

veniences Will not exempt us; 
but rather, great Difficulties andſan 
Impediments are to be encoun-[by 
ter'd and overcome. Many Ex-fou 

cuſes are made, very like to tholeis 
| in the Parable of the Great Sup-fwa 
| per, Which were all vain andJm 
| Luke frivolous. One had bought a preceſikee 
14-18. of ground, and he muſt neeas poi 
19. 4nd ſee it : Another had bougitw: 
five yoke of oxen, and he muſt git. 
and prove them ; ( whereas therePJoi 
was no zeceſ/ity of either at thatÞmi 
time, and the Supper ors Mut 
they 


at the Lord"s Table. 


-Jthey were bidden to, was far 
e|more worth, and of greater cox- 
Hequence than both): A third 
e Thad entred into a Vew Relation, 
thand he cries, I cannot come; 
nj( when indeed the fault was in 
ithe 1Wi/, not in the want of 
Power ; and *tis moſt unden1a- 
diible, that whatſoever Relation 
njhinders us from Daty , it is a 
*[Szare and a Curſe to us.) 
;. 2. When we a!/able our ſelves, 
djand put it out of our own power, 
1-Iby our own att, we cannot juſtify 
Jour ſelves in the Omiſſion. Tt 
eſis confeſs'd, That the man who 


5 


20, 


b-[was 712 ajourney afar off, was Per- Num, 
dImitted by God to forbear the 9-13: 


ceikeeping of the Paſſover at the ap= 
"pointed ſeaſon; becauſe then he 
was really uncapable of doing 
z7Þt. But if a man had taken a 
c#Journey juſt a7 /ach 4 #ime,which 
afmight bave been prevented or 
hpur off, which he might have 
a] taken 


ro 
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taken /ooner or /ater, or which|* 
he might not have taken as a/l, | 
without any conliderable da. ' 
mage, 'tis not to be imagined | 
that this Permi//iorr would reach EC 
him. David's Excuſe, urged by" 
Fonathen here in the words fol-[fi! 


v.23, lowing the Text, That he earme//-N 


ty asked leave to go to Bethlehem, T 
was not <ſteemed ſufficient byÞPli 
Saul, nor would 1t really have”! 
been ſufficient in it felf, if Da-F'* 
vid could have attended the Fe-F!11 
ſtivity of the Vew-Moon, with-PFt 
out the hazard of his Life. up 

Secondly, Repeated Omifſions|44 


' are further aggravated. If it befor 


ſinful to omit once, *tis much he 
more ſo to do it oftmer. Thi'2s 
was that which heated the SpiJÞNe 
rit of Szu/ in the Text, Thatcr 
D :wid came not to meat, neither Ol 
yeſterday nor to day. The firff"<P 
Offence is great, the ſecond uſſ'io! 
doubly hainous ; the firſt vj 
Fur 


"xe the Lord's Table.” 


road of: Wickedneſs ; the: firſt 


is barely an a&@ of ſn, the fe- 
cond is a means of producing 
and ſettling a firful habit; the 


Firſt tends to defile the Conſci- 
ence , the ſecond to ſear it. 


They that do it once in com- 


pliance with a ſtrong temptation, 

ill be apt to do it again upon a 
reak temptation, and probably a 
hird time withowt any tempration 
it all, through the 7zcreaſed cor- 
»ption of their own hearts. The 
o#44itioz Of fin to fin makes way 
eJor endleſs multiplication; like 
ihe true Plague of Leproſy, which 
ofvas ſeldom at? 2 ftiy (if ler a- 
gone) , bur [/preading ' further. 
t(Mens a5/cuting of themſelves 
Fon the Lord's Table one Month, 
repares the Soul for' the like 
Milorderly practice Math after 
847th, till they almoſt forget 70 
, B eat 


* bk. JA. A4A% 4 


twraing aſide out of the way of 
Duty, the ſecond is going oz in a 


- 
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eat this Bread, What is this, 
but a ſcandalous and fatal zrea- 
ſuring up of Guilt and Wrath 
againſt our ſelves? Thomas (as 
weak a Believer as moſt that we 
meet with in-the Hiſtory of the 
Goſpel) was not with the Diſci- 

John Ples oze tim, when Chriſt came 
| 20.24 among them, but he was pre- 
26. lent the next. 


TIT. Thirdly, How are theſe 0- 
| miſſions to be accounted for ? 
Anſ. Three ways. 


7. FÞirſt, To God. He will make 
ftrift /nqurſition, and (it as Judge 
uponthe caſe ; before whom 2l 
our Reaſons are to be brough 
forth, if we have any to al 

| ledge, and by whom it wall i 

finally decided, whether the 

| are valid and cogent or nt 

Though we may ſometim: 

| ' eſpecially in mumerons Aﬀen 

b i 


at the Lord's Tabh.,- 
blies of Saints) eſcape the no- 
| tices of Mea like our ſelves, yet 
| God obſerves when we come to 
this Meat, and when we tay 
from it. He ſees what Crea- 
tures overlook ; he remembers 
| what we our ſelves forget ; and 
| he will call ta remembrance what 
. | we endeavour (it may be) to 


bury 11 Oblivion. Onr Iniquity je... 


is marked before him. Every :: 

| time that we walk zor inthis or 
that Ordinance , when we are 
bound to do it, 15 wr/#tez down ; 
it ſtands upon Record in Hea- 
ven, and will be chargd upon 
J us before the Bar of God, and 
18 we made to an{wer for it. This 
will be a fad and fearful Ac- 
count; for there will be no /:- 
I 4iz2 or palliating of fin then 3 
no pretending of that which 1s 
not 3 the zaked truth of every 
tact will be laid open, and Sen- 
tence accordingly pioaouncd. 
B 2 Secoma- 


20 
2. Secondly, To Miniſters and | 
Fellow Chriſtians. Whatever the 
Pride of mens hearts ſuggeſt to 
the contrary; -they do really owe 
an account of- themſelves, and 
of their ations and omiſhons 
which are juſtly ſuſpeQed as ſin- 
ful , to thoſe under whole 1- 
ſpeftion they are , and whom 
they join in the fellowſhip of the | « 
1 Pet. Goſpel with, If we ſhould be | ( 
3-15. ready to give an anſwer to eve- | c 
(h 7y man that asketh us a reaſon of | v 
our hope, how much more ready | © 
i ſhould we be to give fatisfacti- | y 
It on to them whom in ſprritual | as 
| { bonds Wwe are 1o nearly related to, | N 
| 
| 


concerning the reaſons of var | Sc 
prattite ? It is uſually a ſign that | tq 
| men are already very zirre2ular, of 
it or iz:end and reſolve to be fo, jan 
whea they ſer up themſelves as|Ar 
i anaccountable, Is 1t not a ratio-Inot 
nal thing, that he who 1s the 


at the Lord's Table, 


.perſons, ſhould know why 


they do not attend upon them ? 
And is it not a righteous thing, 
that the Gueſts at t9e ſame Table, 
who are juſtly ofexded at their 
forbearance, ſhould be made 
ſenſible of the cauſes of it? 
Thirdly, To our own Conſct- 
ences, A man's Conſcience 1s 
Gods Depaty, and by Authority 
deriv'd from God, keeps a Conre 
within us, where what we do 
or do not, is to be lifted and 
weigh'd, examin'd and cenſur'd, 
as it deſerves. Conſcience is a 
Noble Faculty implanted 1n the 
Soul, and divinely impower'd 
ta take cognizance of every work, 
of every Religions Performance, 
and of every Sizful Negligence. 
And whoſoever he be that does 


inot zake an account of theſe 


things frequently , and demand 
it of himſelf impartially, he 7s 
dangerouſly harden'd , ang -z/ 
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for the omitting of Duty , not 
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the way of further hardening. 
There is a diſmal Wo hanging 
over thoſe that Jabour to ſtop 
the month of Conſcience, and to 
/tifle rhe arguings of their own 
hearts, and thereby to deceive 


themſelves. It is our higheſt 
Intereſt to deal fairhfully in this 
caſe; and if we do ſo, we ſhall 
find that there are many Pleas 


to be diſprov'd or confuted by 
others, which will neverthe- 
leſs be rejefted by an awaken'd 
mind. 


' Fourthly , Why muſt ſuch 
Omiſhons be thus accounted 


for ? | 


Anſ. The Reaſoas are may 
nifeſt, | 


Firſt, Beeauſe Sins of Omi 
ſion are damning as well as C 


_ thers, if not repented-of Be 
ou 


f 


; 2 nr YO hkY ne ow. oa ca. 


at the Lord's Table. 


how do we repent of them, 
when we live and perſiſt in 
them? The Wages of every 
ſin ( whether of Omiſhon or 
Commiſſion ) is death ; and 
when our Lord deſcribes the 
Proceſs of the Great and Laſt 
Day, 't1s obſervable that he on- 
ly faſtens upon Szs of Omiſſion, 
becauſe thoſe are generally leaſt 
regarded by us, though as great- 
ly deſtructive to us as any what- 
ſoever ; I was hungry, and you Mae. 


gave me no meat ; 1 was thirſty, 25 4", 


aud you gave me no drink, &c. i 
So Chriſt may ( and will) ſay 
to many, I provided for your 
Spiritual Neceſſities, but you re- 
fus'd my proviſion. I ſpread my 
Table for you, but you turned 
your backs upon it. We are 
bound to do good, as well as 
not to do evil: As of Wor- 
ſhip are as fſtriftly commanded, 
as AQts of Licentiouſneſs are 
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forbidden. Wrath is revealed 
from Heaven againſt the Fa- 
milies that call not on God's 
Name, as well as thoſe that 1a: 
heme it, 

Secondly, Such Omiſſions are 
not only a Contempt of God's 
Authority, but of our own in- 
eſtimable Privilege, We tranl\- 
oreſls a clear Precept of the 
Law, and deſpiſe the moſt pre- 
cious Ordinance of the Goſpel ; 
as the Jews of old were arraign- 
ed for lighting the promiſed 
pleaſant Land. It is an Aﬀront 
to the Goodneſs and Grace, as 


well as Sovereignty of God, to 


decline partaking of this bleſſed 
Inſtitution, at any of thoſe ſo- 
lemn Set Times when we are 
called to it, ?'Tis the vileſt 14- 


gratitude for an exceeding va- 


ſuable Kindneſs, *Tis an 1n- 
flicting of that Puniſbhmeut upon 
-ar felves, which God threatens 


as 


at the Lord's Table: 
as one of the /ore/? that can be 
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inflited: I will cauſe her feaſt _ 


days to ceaſe, her new-moons, and © 


her ſabbaths, &c. We make them. 


ceaſe tous, when we do not at- 
tend upon God 'in them, and fo 
we become the barbarous Execu- 
tioners of our own Curle. 

Thirdly, The Examples even 


of bad men will upbraid us in 


this caſe, and be produced i 
judoment againſt us. Some car= 
zal perſons have ſuch an awful 
ſenſe of the neceſlicy of ſuch 
Duties impreſt upon them by 
Natural Conſcience, that they do 
Not dare to paſs them over , 
though they be in the miſerable 


ſtate of. thole defiled and nnbe-- 


lijevine, to whon nothing 7s pure, 
As wicked as Sul was, yet we 
find him very careful and exact 
in the keeping of this Feaſt of 


the New- Moon; and he- wo d 
Princes, his- 
Great-: 


haye his Chiet 
B «5 
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Great Men, and his Courtiers, 
to keep it 'with him, as Jora- 


V. 25. than, and Abner, and David. 


mmorrah, 


The fFews, when they were at 
worſt , when compared to the 
men of Sodom, and people of Go- 
et did not grow ſlack 
or remils as to their Solemn 
Feſtivals, though the allowed 
filthineſs of their hearts and 
lives made them nauſeous and 
, abominable to God. Tour nen- 
moons and your appointed feaſts 
”y ſoul hateth; which plainly 
implies that hey held on the 
obſervation of them. If Hy- 
pocrites have ſo much of the 
Form, tis no better than Preo- 
phanzneſs for any to be defective 


IN It. 


. #ifihly, To make ſome ſhort 
Cs and Application of the| 
whole. 
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at the Lord's Table. 


Firſt, What account will 
they give to God, to others, 
or to themſelves, that zever 
fit down to Sacramental Meat ? 
That go on in. the conſtant 
Neglect of it many years one 
after another , and perhaps al 
their life long? Andare no more 
concern'd about it, than if Fe- 
{as Chriſt had never ſaid, Oo 
this in remembrance of me ; Or 
than if the Holy Ghoſt had ne- 
ver reported it? If we can 
ſuppoſe that a perſon may live 
in the conſcientious practice 
of all other Duties, who fails 
in this, 15 1t not the more to 
be lamented, that ſuch an one 
ſhould /ack ome thine ?£ That 
there {ſhould be any particu- 


lar branch of God's Servicc 
| rotally Jaid aſide, when the 


reſt of the things which Chritt 


Natit 


2] 


I. 
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hath commanded, ſeem to be 
done ſo well? Far be it from 
me to limit God's pardoning 
Mercy, where this Guilr 15 con- 
tracted upon miſtaken Scruples ; 
nor can I tell how far a ge- 
neral Repentance may be ac- 
cepted for this Six, when it is 
of Tenorance ; but ſurely fer- 
vent Prayer , and ſerious Meai- 
tation, and free Conference with 
Men of Underſtanding in the 
things of God, would ſoon 
diflolve all the 05j«4779ns that 
can be rais'd againſt an «x- 
preſs Inſtitution: And where 
ſuch Means are negleAcd, the 
Ignorance is ni/f#! , and docs 
not /eſſex the ſin, but haps ano» 
ther upon it. 


. Secondly, What Account|] 
will they give, that a/c this 
Service oftyer than they ap-] 


proach 


% »” % & 


at the Lord*®s Table. 


proach. unto God in it? That 
refuſe zzore Invitations to this 
Feaſt, than they accept ; and 
come much /c/domzer than they 
forbear ? We do not m//s them 
once or twice only ( as Divid 


here was wanting the f/f and 


ſecond day of the. Month ), 
but perhaps if they appear 
Three times in the ye.r 1n tis 
manner before the Lord, they 
are ready to acquit themſelves, 
as if they had done their Du- 
ty. It is grown cultomary 
with ſome Jarge Profeſſors, to 
be ſeen now and then at Chri/?'s 
Table, but their Seats are 
empty days without number. A- 
las! a Month's Interval Is tao 
little for them; the Returns 
of this Ordinance are too quick 


and ſpeedy ; they can tarry 
loacer away , and think that 
| they {uſtain no loſs. But lee 


all 
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all ſuch know, Thar if their 
Souls were 7z health, their 4p- 
petites would be ſharper ; and 
it is much to be range that 
they get 20 good comin 
who eckon Thentdlves ET A 
fers by forbearing. If the Or- 
dinance be an effeQtual means 
of our Improvement, the Re- 
petition of ' it will be defira- 
ble. Experience of Advantage, 
join'd with Conſcience of Duty, 
would be mighty Goads and 
Spurs to Us. 


Thirdly, What Account 
will they be able to give of 
their Performance, who make 
no more of it than if it were 
a Common At? That come to 
ſuch an Appointment ay #f 
they came not, Without a fe- 
T10us,. reverent , and bccoming 
Frame , and £0 away from it 


again 


at the Lord's Table, 
again without any Alteration 
or Amendment ? How many 


fit to eat with ( Jeſus Chriſt ) Prov. 


a ruler, and conſider not what *3* 7: 


is before them , 1o diligently 
as they ſhould, and afterwards 
riſe up, and ſcarcely refle&t 
upon what they have been 
doing ? I muſt ſay, Thar ex- 
cepting the Scavdal of Omil- 
fion, mith reſpef to others , 
this is worſe than not com- 
ing at all, with relation to the 
Perſons themſelves : Their Ab- 
ſence is a Sp, but their At- 
tendance 15 4 greater. With- 
out controverſy, they whoſe 
Hearts are belt prepared for 
ſuch a Work, and woft fixed 
ia.it , find cauſe enough up- 
on a Revie«» , of deep Humi- 
liatioa, (for if God ſhould 
enter into judgment With the 
Holxit Communicants , thar 
very 
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very Adion might become fi; 
_ . to them ; and the Di/ciples 
Luke that ' eat and drank in their 
22-24: Lord's Perſonal Preſerce were 
guilty of a more than ordina- 
ry -Fault ); 'but "cis a very dif. 
erent cafe, when men take 
no care about the frame of 
their Spirits, before; or after 
their coming, but are: as Te- 
gardleſs in that Point, as they 
would or could be at a Civ 
Entertainment. 


4, _ Fourthly, Let us therefore 
Telolve to continue ſteafaſlly 
in this Duty , and apply our 
ſelves to a ric9ht Diſcharge 
of tt. | 


I. Let us reloive to cont:- 
nue ſteifaſily in 1t3 as the 
firſt Chriſtians in the Apoito- 
tical times afe faid to do, 7z 


43 * » 7 7 
bro 1497 
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at the Lord's Table, | 


"© 


breaking of Bread, as well as in A&s 


Prayers, and Hearing. How 
do our Stomachs ( unleſs they 
be habitually or accidental: 
ly idiſpoſed) crave their Na- 
tural Refreſhments at the uſu- 
al times, that we know not 
how to miſs 2 Mea/, without 
ſome uneaſineſls ? And dare 
we to ſay, that Spiritual. En- 
joyments are to be leſs covet- 
ed, or that they may be ber- 
ter ſpared? There is none, I 
am perſuaded, that wameth the 
Name of Chriſt, who can al- 
low himſelf in any ſuch Ima- 
gination. What is 1t then 
that ſhould make us ſo mna- 
vering and unſtable in this part 
of Religion ? Let theſe Two 
things be remembred, to quick- 
en and excite us to greater Con- 
ſtancy. 


(1,) No 


2, 42: 
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| (1.) No wonder that weſj 
[ lole the benefit of former Sa- / 
| crament-Seaſons, it we omit 
| thoſe that come after : If we 
do not uſe the means of iz- 
creaſins Grace, it will be at. 
. aniniſhed: Then ſhall we know, 
| _ if we follow on to know the 
| '7' Lord. 
| ( 2.) We are notoriouſly 
ſelf- condemned , when we have 
once engaged in ſuch a Service, 
it we deſiſt from it. Our own 
works will witneſs againſt us, 
as againſt them that have 
done good, and leave off to 
do it, If it be not a neceſla- 
Ty Service, why did we ever 
undertake it? If it be, why do 
we diſcontinue It *? 


; n 
EY — — _— a 


A, 


2. Let us apply our ſelves 
to a right Diſcharge of this 
| Duty. 
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at the Lord's T able. 


Duty. Tt 1s too weighty a mat- 
ter to be trifled in; Extizg irhe 


fleſh and arinkins the Blood of 


Chriſt, is no light thing , bur 


of the higheſt Importance on 


this ſide of Eternity. The 


mere nork done Will avail us 


nothing, but we muſt Icok 
aſter the manner of doing. AS 


Aaron laid, If I had eaten the | eyir. 
ſin offering to diy, ſhould it have 10.19. 


beew accepted in the ſight of 
the Lord ? So may we truly 
ſay, if we attend Divine So- 
lemnities in an unſuitable car- 


nal frame, Will this be ap- 


proved of God? No, certain- 
ly: He who indiſpenſibly re- 
quires the thinz, will puniſh 
our ſinful Diſorder. Go then 
about this work with Earneſt 


. Engeavours that 1t may be plea- 
fine unto God, and with chear- 
F#l Hopes likewiſe that ( in fo 


doing ) 
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A Plea for Attendance, &Cc, 
doing ) it will be profitable to 
your ſelves; for God 1s emz- 
ently pleaſed with it when it 
is duly performed, and ſincere 


Believers are as eminently pro- 
fited, - 


The End. 
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